
Beef Exports Rebound as Argentina Recovers From 
FMD Outbreak of 2001 and Trade Returns with 
Traditional Partners 

1997 1999 2001 2003 (f)
0

1

2

3

4
Million tons

Total Supply
CY 1996 - 2002 Exports 
by Destination

 Exports

 Consumption

U.S. EU Canada
 
Chile  

 
Others

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

Thousand tons

 
The recovery of Argentina’s cattle and beef sector is well underway.  The 70 percent currency 
devaluation in early 2002 helped farmers and ranchers as it made beef exports very competitive. 
At the same time, over 60 markets opened up to Argentine exports since the country has 
overcome the foot and mouth disease (FMD) crisis of 2001. In 2003, feedlot production may also 
see an increase since the ban on exporting beef from feedlots has been lifted.  Trade in 
fresh/chilled and frozen product with its traditional partners, especially the EU, has returned.  U.S. 
imports of beef to Argentina totaled $128 million in 2002 and consisted mainly of processed beef. 

Argentina's Beef Situation 
    

 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002(p) 2003(f) 
(1,000 tons; CWE)        
Beginning Stocks  27 26 20 27 27 26 0 0 
Production  2,580 2,975 2,600 2,840 2,880 2,680 2,700 2,800 
Imports  10 12 40 17 17 13 10 10 
Exports  496 458 303 359 357 168 340 390 
Consumption  2,095 2,535 2,330 2,498 2,541 2,551 2,370 2,420 
Ending Stocks  26 20 27 27 26 0 0 0 



Argentina
BEEF EXPORTS

(metric tons)

Fresh/Chilled
Destination 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002

Brazil 31,210 38,248 24,222 5,640 4,982 4,857 2,635 6,705

Canada 0 0 2 7 409 987 527 0

Chile 27,648 34,587 41,343 24,631 32,174 26,924 3,288 46

European Union 28,028 30,085 28,739 29,515 32,354 31,311 5,413 49,876

Netherlands Territory 189 268 330 551 610 550 500 660

United States 45 38 917 1,997 3,489 4,045 1,875 0

Others 7,733 5,440 5,141 3,819 4,328 3,451 926 2,201

Total 94,853 108,666 100,694 66,160 78,346 72,125 15,164 59,488

Frozen
Destination 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002

Algeria 0 0 1,825 498 147 3,071 2,790 1,415

Angola 2 0 0 0 0 0 361 501

Brazil 37,518 16,284 9,276 5,335 4,328 3,599 2,373 5,025

Bulgaria 0 46 1,329 272 482 1,055 432 16,105

Canada 0 0 0 95 15,420 20,659 4,437 0

Chile 20,129 21,706 21,464 11,020 9,102 5,928 693 0

Colombia 0 24 1,120 102 522 301 284 0

European Union 38,331 34,718 26,260 12,787 12,602 9,628 2,150 16,545

Egypt 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 34,282

Hong Kong 3,844 2,496 879 515 492 529 1,188 2,800

Israel 12,678 10,665 10,514 6,596 11,992 16,505 6,813 9,239

Netherlands Territory 1,853 1,567 1,517 1,321 1,115 1,105 737 1,678

Peru 1,792 2,814 2,388 917 880 616 465 1,320

Philippines 0 947 2,357 0 126 1,648 250 0

Russia 127 5,008 3,728 1,091 0 5,757 466 125

Trinidad & Tobago 41 14 76 0 0 54 274 0

United States 85 102 5,748 5,419 22,368 12,436 3,044 0

Others 6,332 11,892 11,314 4,098 4,703 5,009 902 8,422

Total 122,732 108,283 99,795 50,066 84,279 87,900 27,658 97,457



Processed
Destination 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002

Bolivia 2,860 738 902 928 808 650 288 240

Canada 1,881 1,194 1,065 1,319 887 745 1,041 1,126

Chile 1,027 1,619 1,818 2,225 1,803 2,890 575 205

Congo 131 217 216 554 288 312 175 257

European Union 55,499 40,826 37,774 27,463 26,199 26,065 15,425 22,819

Ghana 565 531 636 483 433 108 318 668

Hong Kong 7,730 10,272 8,037 8,260 9,457 11,976 12,470 10,179

Jamaica 1,504 518 605 141 277 822 310 619

Malta 471 519 221 293 225 248 282 262

Nigeria 234 251 318 468 823 811 580 1,029

Paraguay 903 808 911 952 763 862 492 213

Peru 6,102 6,435 8,316 5,854 6,827 5,314 3,605 3,124

Poland 0 73 733 164 552 1,389 1,493 2,947

United States 41,782 36,110 31,250 23,879 18,449 17,937 20,994 20,696

Others 5,531 5,007 3,822 3,841 3,505 2,630 1,940 2,074

Total 126,220 105,118 96,624 76,823 71,296 72,758 59,990 66,458

Grand Total 343,805 322,067 297,113 193,049 233,921 232,783 102,812 223,403

Share to U.S. 12% 11% 13% 16% 19% 15% 25% 9%

Source:  UN Statistics for 1995-1997 and Instituto Nacional de Estadistica Commercial for 1998-2001.


